The Albion Academy Headteacher Newsflash
Friday 2nd October 2020

The Albion Family
Today marks the end of Week 5 and we have passed the half way point of this first half term. In last
weeks’ Newsflash I reminded parents about the healthy choices we want our young people to make
especially with their choice of drinks. I am pleased to say that on the whole there has been a
significant reduction in the amount of energy drinks being brought into school, from my own
personal monitoring in the morning it has been night and day difference.
I do need to raise the issue of face coverings. The vast majority of the children in the school wear
one and fully support us in trying to reduce any form of virus transmission which we are really proud
of. However, a very small minority of pupils ‘forget’ their mask or lose it throughout the day which
increases the risk slightly. All we ask is that we work together to protect all of us in the school and
all of our families. We have a number of pupils and staff who have underlying health conditions so I
believe the right and decent thing to do is to help protect them. My pupils, your child, and my staff
all have families at home some of whom also have health conditions. We are also trying to protect
those people too.
So what am I asking? I think what I am asking is that we are doing all of this for other people, it is
not just for us but all of our families. We want to reduce the covid infection rate as fast as we can so
we can get back to ‘normal’. Little things, done well over time build up to great outcomes.

Attendance Matters – Every day counts
We think that nationally for all secondary schools whole school attendance is hovering around the
84% mark. That was certainly the figure reported in a Schools Week article over the past week.
Clearly attendance rates between schools are going to significantly differ and any comparisons
between schools or even over time are going to be less than reliable due to the situation with
covid19.
At The Albion we will still insist on good punctuality and good attendance patterns, we have already
challenged some parents about odd days off here or there such as a Friday or Monday pattern
beginning to emerge in a very small fraction of individuals.

What we can see from our school figures is that even though there is a lot of local issues with pupils
being sent home due to outbreaks we continue to have better than current national average and we
are incredibly grateful for all of your support with this. Year 9 does though seem to stand out for the
wrong reasons compared to the other year groups…work do here perhaps?
Week ending 02.10.2020
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88.4
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89.4
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90.2

89.2
90.3

86.5
89.7

Around the subject areas
If you follow the school on social media you might
have seen examples of our pupils work. The aim is
to give you as parents and carers an insight into
what your child is doing whilst they are in school.
This week we have yet another example from the
geography department this time from our Year 7
pupils who have been creating model volcanos and
in doing so gaining an in depth understanding of
plate tectonics in their creation and formation. Fun
fact few people realise it but the large outcrop that
dominates Edinburgh's skyline is in fact a dormant
volcano. First erupting 350 million years ago,
‘Arthur's Seat’ now offers the best panoramic views
of the Scottish capital by far…everyday is a school
day.

Virtual Open Evening – Thursday 8th October 5.30pm
We have prepared a ‘virtual tour’ which seems to be what all Secondary Schools are doing now due
to the difficulties of having large numbers of people on site all at once. As well as a filmed tour for
those of you who are thinking about your child’s secondary school and who would like to see what
we are all about, hear from our current pupils talk about their school. Get to see lessons in action
and hear from staff as well. There might also be a brief cameo appearance from myself.
We also have an open invite to parents and carers of Year 6 and Year 5 pupils on Thursday evening
5.30pm for a Town Hall style online meeting where I and senior staff will talk you through why we
think The Albion Academy is a great school and where you can have an opportunity to ask questions.
I am also doing personal tours after school has finished. Please note that face coverings must be
worn at all times for these particular visits.

Standards
We continue to press ahead with making The Albion Academy the best school it possibly can be and
we endeavour to see the best in everyone. We expect all pupils to arrive on time, in uniform fully
equipped and ready to learn, anything less than this and we would be doing our wonderful pupils
and you, our supportive parents a disservice.
Unfortunately, at times we have to reinforce these expectations. All pupils in our building are
entitled to disruption free learning, every minute of your child’s lesson is important. I think you
would agree that if a teacher was being prevented from teaching your child, we have to take action
and say that any behaviour that prevents learning is simply not acceptable. What we are not though
is draconian in our approach; we plan engaging, thought provoking and stimulating lessons. We
want pupils to discuss their learning, to question what is happening. However, any behaviours
which are simply disruptive, impolite or discourteous will not be tolerated. We give children a
warning and expect them to refocus, but after that we cannot continue to accept learning time
being taken away from other children. That is not fair. If your child must be removed from lesson it
is because they have not engaged or has prevented the teacher from doing their job. If they are
placed into isolation, they are expected to complete an after school detention, same day and a
restorative conversation either that day or as soon as is possible.
I would again like to thank all those parents who back us and support us with this, even on those
occasions where it has been your own child. It has been a breath of fresh air coming here and seeing
such wonderful support you give my staff to do their job: educate your child.

Headlines in maths sparx homework
7B leading the way with 85% completion - Miss Findley
Well done again to Miss Findley who is still top of the Sparx leaderboard both this week and
cumulatively.
Well done this week to Mr Ferdinand who has the highest completion rate for both the optional and
the target homework with 7A.

Year 11 – From Mr Wild
We are really impressed with all of you. Attendance for Period 6 on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday was well over 97% yet again! The extra sessions are all about helping you fill those gaps
that may have occurred from 20th March through to 17th July, we know some of you worked
diligently and equally some of you have been honest with us and admitted that you did very little.
So what we are not doing is feeling sorry for ourselves, what we are doing is cracking on and getting
work done so that we are better tomorrow than we were today.

Student Leadership Team
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected to represent the Year 11 student
leadership team: Ghazal Yazdani, Josh Earlam, Teni Bello, Madiha Khan, Cody Moran, Mariam
Sannoe, Plemas Nanau and Laila Al-Terawi. The obligatory school socially distanced photo with our
new Leadership Team, Mr Wild and Mr Roberts to follow in due course

November Mocks
Year 11, there are only 25 school weeks left, just 125 days in school, until your first GCSE exam. So
with that in mind November mocks are scheduled to begin on Monday 30th November. Please use
the resource that has been handed to you during Fridays “Careers Flash” that details the 5 habits of
an effective learner”. This resource details a variety of useful revision/learning tips that will help to
prepare you for your upcoming assessments.

SMUG AWARD WINNERS
11A Teni Bello
11L Carolina Borta
11B Nzari Swan
11I Sara Saberi-Nav
11O Kieron Horton

Year 11 Rewards/Celebrations
In recognition of the hard work and effort that our year 11 students have put in since the start of
term, the following students were picked from a generator in the following areas:
100% Attendance –
Mateusz Kosbial
Anna Fletcher
100%Attendance at P6 –
Daniel Helsby
Zainab Salman
#nothinglessthanyourbest – HOY Award
Angel Presley

Safeguarding
The NSPCC announced this morning that calls/emails to their Domestic Abuse helpline regarding
children living with DA has risen significantly to 900 during the April to August period, during the
previous 4 months, they had 600 contacts.
To put this into context for us in Salford – during January to June there were 1613 Operation
Encompass Notifications.
Weekly There have been an average of 60 Notifications made per week.
Monthly There have been an average of 269 Notifications each month.
Children Over the period, the 1613 Notifications relate to 1435 children, the oldest children was 18
and the youngest was 2 weeks old.
Is your child on TikTok? Are they doing all the new dances and watching other people do strange,
amazing, funny, odd and random things?

Do you even know what TikTok is? https://nationalonlinesafety.com/ has some amazing resources
for lots of the modern day online and technological things that young people get into that maybe
adults should pay more attention to.
TikTok is an app that is widely available on android and iPhone. In truth it is everywhere, and it
really took off during the lockdown period between March and August with both adults and children
the world over.
The infographic at the end of this Newsflash will give you some more detail about some of the
concerns about this app, the content of it and some of the dangerous people that have been found
using it.
Again, really important with anything where your child is sharing information about themselves
across the internet…who are they communicating with? Is that 13 year child in Chicago really 13?
Are they really in America? Why is my child even friends with a 13 year old child in America anyway?
As adults alarm bells should be ringing if our children are being secretive with their phones, begin
behaving in a strange manner, talk about people you have no idea who they are. Remember you
should know as much about your child’s online habits as you do their home habits. If you don’t,
make that change today. You are the adult and they are the child.

Next week – 5th October
Next week is WEEK B

Important dates
Virtual Open Evening Thursday 8th October 2020 5.30pm
The Academy will close for the Half Term Holiday on Friday 23rd October. We reopen again on
Monday 2nd November
INSET day Friday 28th November
Last day of Autumn term is Thursday 17th December 2020. Pupils return to school on Tuesday 5th
January 2021

Social media

Remember you can follow us on Twitter @albionacademy or on YouTube
‘TheAlbionAcademySalford’

